left. Calf circumference was increased by 2 em. The clinical diagnosis was femoral vein obstruction due to a pelvic exostosis.
Plan radiographs show an osteochondroma arising from the superior pubic ramus ( Figure 1 ) and a venogram (Figure 2) shows severe narrowing of the femoral vein as it passes around the lateral border of the tumour.
At operation, the tumour mass was found to arise from the superior pubic ramus by a short, broad stalk, it was covered by an incomplete cartilage cap. Excision was complete.
Histological examination of the specimen confirmed it to be an osteocartilagenous exostosis or osteochondroma. There was no evidence of malignancy.
Postoperative recovery was uncomplicated and the limb swelling resolved over the following 6 months. Severe dog bite lacerations of the head and face are uncommon, but often involve special problems of tissue 1088 and wound infection':", The most common facial sites
Discussion
Osteochondromas of the pelvis are frequently deeply situated, remain asymptomatic and are therefore incidental findings. Those in more superficial sites present as painless bony lumps.
Tumours may exist singly or as multiple osteochondromatosis (diaphyseal aclasia), which has an autosomal dominant pattern of inheritance. Malignant degeneration, which is said to occur in five to ten per cent of multiple osteochondromata, is rare in solitary lesions though increases with proximity to the axial skeleton and is most likely to involve the flat bones of the pelvis and scapula.
The most widely reported vascular complication is development of a false aneurysm of the popliteal artery caused by damage to the vessel wall from abrasion on an osteochondroma of the distal femur'. Compression of the popliteal vein is also recognized'[ and in a recently reported case" thrombosis of the popliteal vein occurred following compression between an exostosis and a pseudo-aneurysm of the adjacent artery.
Obstruction of the femoral vein by a pelvic osteochondroma has not previously been reported. The diagnosis was made clinically and confirmed by venography.
Pelvic osteochondromas should be removed because of the threat of malignant degeneration; and resection should include the base of the stalk.
Venography in this case was useful as it confirmed that the lesion was responsible for the limb oedema and delineated the anatomy of the tumour preoperatively making surgical excision easier and safer. affected are lips, nose and cheek'. The ocular adnexae may be affected, but perforating ocular injury is rare. The course of two such cases is reported, with comment on the need for prevention of such injuries.
Case reports
Case 1: An ll-year-old girl was attacked by a Dobermann
Pinscher. The dog had been purchased the day before by a childminder, left in charge of the patient. The girl attempted to stroke the animal and was bitten about the face and scalp. On presentation there were complex full-thickness scalp lacerations on the left side with extensive exposure of the calva, and a deep laceration of the left cheek. A large 0141-0768/90/ 050332-02/$02.00/0 © 1990 The Royal Society of Medicine corneoscleral perforating injury of the left eye was noted, with iris, ciliary body and vitreous prolapse, total hyphaema and loss of the crystalline lens. The eyelids were intact. Abscision of damaged uvea, anterior vitrectomy and wound repair was performed. The scalp and facial lacerations were explored, cleaned and repaired in layers. Postoperatively an anterior vitreous membrane prevented visual improvement beyond 6/36 and anterior vitrectomy was performed at 7 weeks postinjury. The eye now sees 6/5 with a contact lens.
Case 2: A 56-year-old man was attacked by his own dog, a Pit Bull Terrier. The patient was reticent as to the exact circumstances of the injury.
On presentation 24 h later, there was a puncture wound over the right temple, and a complex perforation of the right globe, comprising a circumferential medial scleral rupture, and a corneal laceration crossing the visual axis. The crystalline lens was disrupted but present. The anterior segment was cleared of vitreous and visible lens matter and the wounds repaired. Persistent hyphaema, and fibrinous uveitis with retained lens matter made further surgery necessary within 7 days. Anterior segment clearance revealed cyclodialysis and retinal detachment, necessitating globe encirclement and gas tamponade. Postoperatively a total retinal detachment supervened and the patient refused further surgery. The eye is blind.
Discussion
Even in the presence of severe periocular lacerations caused by dog bites, the eye is usually undamaged''". Occasionally, however, the orbit is entered, and lacrimal gland injury", transsection of the medial rsctus" and trochlear damage" have been reported. Perforating injury itself is rare. It seems likely from the location of these injuries that the upper canines provided a fulcrum on the cranium while a lower canine entered the orbit inferomedially with sufficient force to perforate the globe.
These two patients demonstrate contrasting visual outcomes. The reasons for this are numerous, but in case 2, the Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 83 May 1990 333 late presentation, more extensive ocular damage, retained lens matter and necessity for surgical re-intervention within the first week are most important. In view of the perceived risks of wound infection!", it is notable that in neither case did bacterial endophthalmitis develop.
A previous survey" identified the German Shepherd as the dog breed most frequently responsible for facial injuries. However, others are also perceived as high-risk, and both the above breeds would appear in this group. Further documentation is necessary.
Injuries of this severity caused by dog attacks are distressing for patient and relatives, and children are usually the victims. Palmer! found that 87% were under 15 years of age. The subsequent destruction of the animal merely provides a scapegoat. Clearly situations which entail a high risk of injury should be avoided. This implies improved control of dogs by their owners, especially in the presence of children, and legislation to this end may prove necessary.
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